POLKTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP

RECREATION PLAN
2019-2023

POLKTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN: 2019-2023

TOWNSHIP BOARD
Bill Sahlberg, Supervisor
Connie Langeland, Clerk
Robin Liszewski, Treasurer
Ron Scott, Trustee
Dave Busman, Trustee
Bill Courtade, Trustee
SHERIDAN PARK RECREATION COMMITEE
Jim Key, Chairperson
Lavern Andrews
Jerry Grimminck
Mikayla Smith
SOUTH EVERGREEN SCHOOLHOUSE COMMITTEE
Jim Key, Chairperson
Jim Fitzpatrick
Kathy Walt
Rochelle Reagan
Jan Kimble

Acknowledgement:
This Plan document was prepared utilizing the information and mapping made available from
the Amended 2015 Polkton Township Master Plan and 2011-2016 Recreation Plan.

Contents

INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................................... 1
CHAPTER 1: COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION ................................................................................. 2
Location ...................................................................................................................................... 2
Land Use Patterns ...................................................................................................................... 3
Transportation Facilities ............................................................................................................. 7
Social Characteristics .................................................................................................................. 8
CHAPTER 2: ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE ........................................................................... 16
Intergovernmental Cooperation .............................................................................................. 17
Operating Budget and Funding ................................................................................................ 17
Volunteer Work and Funding ................................................................................................... 17
CHAPTER 3: RECREATION INVENTORY .................................................................................. 20
Polkton Charter Township Facilities ......................................................................................... 20
City of Coopersville Public Recreation Facilities ...................................................................... 24
Private Recreational Facilities within or near Township .......................................................... 24
Public Recreational Facilities within or near Township ........................................................... 25
Natural Resource/Open Space Areas ....................................................................................... 25
County Parks............................................................................................................................. 25
Non-Motorized Trails ............................................................................................................... 26
Recreational Programming ...................................................................................................... 26
Grant History ............................................................................................................................ 26
Accessibility Assessments ........................................................................................................ 27
CHAPTER 4: PLANNING PROCESS AND COMMUNITY INPUT.................................................. 30
Assessing Needs ....................................................................................................................... 30
Methods ................................................................................................................................... 30
Conclusions............................................................................................................................... 30
CHAPTER 5: GOALS, OBJECTIVES, & RATIONALE ................................................................... 32
Rationale .................................................................................................................................. 33
CHAPTER 6: ACTION PROGRAM ............................................................................................ 35
Five-Year Action Plan................................................................................................................ 35
APPENDIX A: SURVEY RESULTS ............................................................................................. 36
APPENDIX B: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS .............................................................................. 49

Maps

Map 1: Regional Townships ............................................................................................................ 2
Map 2: Future Land Use Plan .......................................................................................................... 6
Map 3: Sheridan Park .................................................................................................................... 21
Map 4: Community Facilities ........................................................................................................ 23

INTRODUCTION
The process for updating the previous Polkton Charter Township Recreation Plan (2011-2016)
began in January of 2017.
The first review for the Recreational Master Plan began with the Sheridan Park Committee
members who reviewed the previous Master Plan and inserted revisions and planned public
park enhancements as the key consideration for both Sheridan Park and South Evergreen
Schoolhouse.
The addition of South Evergreen Schoolhouse is new since the 2011-2016 Recreation Plan. The
South Evergreen Schoolhouse is the last remaining one room schoolhouse within the Township
proper. A grassroots committee comprised of Township residents was formed to save this
historical building. The Township agreed to purchase the schoolhouse if the committee could
raise the $20,000 needed to purchase the building and 0.75-acre parcel where the schoolhouse
sat. In June 2015, donations for the purchase of the schoolhouse had been met and the building
and land were purchased and turned over to the Township.
The South Evergreen Schoolhouse has been added to this plan because it is intended to serve
more recreational needs in the future. In January 2016, a First Right of Refusal was obtained
from a neighboring 40-acre parcel to be used for future park plans. In December 2016, a 1-acre
parcel was purchased from adjoining property to connect the schoolhouse property to the 40acre future parcel. To date, the restoration of the schoolhouse has been accomplished by the
original grassroots committee with Township funds used for day-to-day maintenance, e.g.
utilities, lawn mowing, snow removal, etc.
Sheridan Park has grown since 2010 with groomed walking trails; parking lots at the west and
south side of the park, a state-of-the-art suspension bridge, and first-class pavilion near the
west side parking lot. Much of the activity that has made the park what it is today (including the
pavilion) has been accomplished through volunteers, donations and Township funds. This park
has become well known throughout the surrounding communities and is used daily by the
citizens of the City of Coopersville, surrounding communities and Polkton Township.
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CHAPTER 1: COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
The majority of the community description sections were taken, with Township permission,
from the Amended 2015 Polkton Township Master Plan. This was done in order to maximize
the time put into the essential tasks of the Recreation Plan.

Location
"Polkton Charter Township is located in the northeastern portion of Ottawa County and
consists of approximately 39 square miles of land area. The City of Coopersville is situated in
the east-central portion of the Township. Polkton is bounded on the north by Muskegon
County's Ravenna Township, on the west by Crockery Township, and on the east by both Wright
and Tallmadge Townships. The Grand River forms the Township's southern boundary. Allendale
Township lies directly south of the Grand River, adjacent to Polkton Charter Township's
southern boundary.
Interstate Highway 96 traverses the central portion of the Township in an east/west direction
providing the principal access route to the community. This artery links the Grand Rapids
Metropolitan area with the Muskegon/Grand Haven areas. Polkton Township is situated
approximately 15 miles northwest of downtown Grand Rapids and 12 miles from Lake
Michigan."
Map 1: Regional Townships

The location of Polkton
Charter Township is
shown to the right.
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Land Use Patterns
"Polkton Township lies west of the Grand Rapids metropolitan area and the City of Coopersville
is located within the physical boundaries of the Township. The Grand Rapids metropolitan area,
and to a larger degree the City of Coopersville, will play ever increasing roles in shaping the
trends that will influence the future development of Polkton Township.
The total land area of Polkton Township consists of 38.6 square miles or 24,750 acres. The
predominant land use is agriculture with scattered woodlands and open lands. Single family
houses exist primarily along county roads. Institutional uses such as churches, cemeteries, and
the Township hall can be found on the Community Facilities Map in the Appendix. Commercial
and industrial uses are located close to the City of Coopersville and the I-96 interchange. The
following is an analysis of existing land uses and zoning in the Township."
Agricultural Land Use
"The primary land use in the Township is agriculture. Agricultural lands include cropland,
pasture, farmsteads, lands occupied by farm outbuildings, confined feeding operations, and
ornamental trees and shrubs. Crops grown in Polkton Township include wheat, hay, corn,
soybeans as well as fruits and vegetables. Within the Agriculture (AG-1) zoning district, farms
and farming activities are permitted, as well a number of uses that are permitted by a special
land use permit such as farm markets, commercial riding stables, and single-family farm
dwellings.
Existing AG-1 zoning extends from Leonard Street north to the county line at Wilson Street,
stretching from the Township's eastern border to the Township's western border. The AG-1
zone is bisected and split into two different areas by the City of Coopersville, the I-96 Interstate
freeway, and a narrow strip of residential, commercial, and industrial zoning located along the
freeway. Agricultural land use is also the predominant land use currently existing in neighboring
communities along the Township's borders."
Residential Land Use
"The four residential zoning districts within the Township are Single Family Residential (R-1),
Waterfront Residential (R-2), Medium Density Residential (R-5), and Medium to High Density
Residential District (R-6). Areas of the R-1 Single Family Residential District are located in three
different locations within the Township; two of these areas are close to the City of Coopersville.
One of these zones is located to the west of the City of Coopersville between the I-96 Interstate
Expressway and the former Central Michigan Rail Road tracks. In this area, single-family homes
are located along Cleveland Street and State Road, along 88th Avenue south of Cleveland Street,
and along 88th Avenue north of Cleveland Street to a distance of one-half mile. Large
undeveloped parcels remain within this area of R-1 zoning."
A second area of R-1 zoning begins ¼ mile north of the northern border of the City of
Coopersville." It proceeds along the 64th Avenue corridor north to Taft Street and along the
Roosevelt Street corridor east to 48th Avenue. This area of the Township has within it several
small subdivisions and private road developments. Newer homes have likely been built in this
area due to a location within close proximity to Coopersville schools as well as near attractive
rural settings. Large undeveloped parcels also remain within this area of R-1 zoning."
"A third area of R-1 zoning is located to a depth of approximately one-eighth mile adjacent to
the north side of the Leonard Street corridor running from the Township's eastern border with
Tallmadge Township to the Township's western border with Crockery Township, with the
exception of the Eastmanville plat."
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"The portion of the Township located from Leonard Street south to the Grand River is zoned as
the R-2, Waterfront Residential District. Numerous private roads exist in this area of the
Township. This zone also accommodates two of the Township's newer subdivisions, Trail Creek
Pass site condominiums and Lamont Farms. Trail Creek Pass is located west of the
manufactured housing community on 84th Avenue. Lamont Farms is a subdivision located
south of Leonard Street near the Township's eastern border, and north of the Grand River. It is
an extension of growth centered on the neighboring settlement of Lamont in Tallmadge
Township.
Two areas in the Township are reserved for the R-5 Medium Density Residential District which
permits single-family dwellings, two-family dwellings if served by public water or sewer, home
occupations, family day care homes, and State licensed adult foster care family homes. These
areas are the Eastmanville plat at 68th Avenue and Leonard Street and a strip of land stretching
from 48th Avenue west to 64th Avenue, extending north a quarter mile from the Township's
boundary with the City of Coopersville.
The R-6 Medium to High Density Residential zoning district allows for manufactured housing,
multi-family dwellings if served by public water or sewer, and single-family dwellings. There are
not any areas currently zoned to the R-6 District. Although a manufactured housing community
is located on the west side of 84th·Avenue, approximately a quarter mile north of the Grand
River, the community is a legally existing non-conforming use in an area zoned R-2 ResidentialSensitive area."
Commercial Land Use
"The Township reserves two zoning districts for commercial uses: Neighborhood Commercial
(C-1) and General Commercial (C-2). The Planned Unit Development district (PUD) also permits
commercial uses. C-1 zoning is located in one location. This is south of Arthur Street at the
location of the Township hall.
C-2 zones exist at the intersection of 68th Avenue and Arthur Street to the immediate south of
the Township hall property, the location of a building currently operating as a commercial
business. A second is a location 1,500 feet south of Garfield on the east side of 68th·Avenue
and is currently being used as an auto body repair shop.
An area that includes a Commercial Planned Unit Development District (C-PUD) and two
Planned Unit Development parcels is located at State Road and 72nd Avenue between I-96 and
the former Central Michigan Rail Road tracks. This space is currently occupied by a farm
supplies and equipment store, a propane dealership, a fastener retail, and an all-terrain vehicle
business. A significant portion of this area to the east of the farming equipment store currently
sits vacant."
Industrial Land Use
"Industrial land uses in Polkton Township are permitted in the I-Industrial District. Three areas
in the Township are currently zoned for industrial use. The first is located along the east side of
68th Avenue at the I-96 Interstate Expressway interchange bounded by the expressway to the
north and the landfill to the south. This land is currently used as a truck fueling station, and a
steel fabrication business. The actual zoning of this property is Industrial Planned Unit
Development. (I-PUD)
A second area is located at the 48th Avenue/I-96 Interstate Expressway interchange. This site is
currently being used as a propane dealership. Surrounding land uses in neighboring
communities in this vicinity include a small commercial complex on the north side of the
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interchange in Wright Township which includes a boat sales marina.
A third area of industrial use which is zoned I-PUD is located in a triangular area bounded by I96, Arthur Street and 76th Avenue extended. Current uses in this location include a residence, a
towing business and an office building,"
Schools
"The Coopersville Public School District encompasses Polkton Charter Township and the
surrounding area, including the City of Coopersville. The public-school complex is on the east
side of Coopersville. Two private schools are also located in the Township." (St. Michael’s and
Lamont Christian School)
Ottawa County Farms Landfill
"Republic Services, Inc. owns and operates the Ottawa County Farms Landfill that is located
between Interstate I-96 and Garfield Street, east of 68th Avenue. Republic Services owns
approximately 835 acres of land, of which, 321.54 acres is the area defined within the landfill
permit boundary.
Landfill operations at this site began in 1982. The landfill is permitted to dispose of Type 2
waste which includes non-hazardous/non-toxic waste from residential, commercial and
industrial facilities. At current disposal and compaction rates, it is anticipated that the life of the
site is through year 2072.
No hazardous or toxic waste is handled by the operation. The site and operation is inspected
monthly by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ).”
City of Coopersville Waste-water Treatment Lagoons
"The City of Coopersville operates a wastewater treatment plant. The lagoons for this plant are
located within the boundaries of Polkton Township between the I-96 Expressway and Garfield
Street, a half mile east of 60th Avenue on approximately 65 acres of land."
Future Land Use
"The Larger portion of the Township remains in Agricultural uses, with residential, commercial
and industrial generally clustered around the City of Coopersville and the freeway interchanges.
Residential Sensitive Area is placed all along the Grand River corridor."
A current Future Land Use Map is on the following page.
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Map 2: Future Land Use Plan
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Transportation Facilities
"The street system forms the most basic framework for growth and development of a
community. By providing a means for internal and external circulation, it serves the community
by helping shape the intensity of land use. Thus, this costly and long-lasting element becomes
one of the most dynamic forces of the community. The street system serving Polkton Township
can be classified as follows:
Controlled Access Interstate
Interstate 96 performs little or no land service function but instead is devoted to the task of
moving large volumes of traffic at relatively high speeds.
Rural Arterials (inter-county primary)
This class of street, which includes 2.8 miles of 56th Avenue, serves major movements of traffic
within or through the area. Mainly designed to move traffic, the secondary function is to
provide land service. This class of street typically interconnects major state arterial highways.
Rural Arterials (county primary)
This class of street is similar to the inter-county primary and serves to move traffic within and
through the area. Mainly designed to move traffic, the secondary function is to provide land
service. In theory, this class of street serves shorter distance traffic and provides a more Limited
degree of continuity than the inter-county arterial. There are 28.99 miles of county primary
roads in Polkton Township, including 48th avenue and 68th avenue south of Arthur, Cleveland,
Leonard, and State Road south of Cleveland.
Collector Streets
These streets provide internal traffic movement within specific areas and connect those areas
with the major and minor arterial system. Generally, they are not continuous for great length.
There are currently 27.63 miles of paved local "collector" streets and 34.18 miles of gravel
surface collectors.
Local Subdivision Streets
The sole function of these streets is to provide access to immediately adjacent property. There
are 1.64 miles of subdivision streets in Polkton."
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Social Characteristics
TABLE 1: Population Growth (1970 – 2010)
Year

Population

Numerical Change

Percent Change (%)

1970

1,962

-113*

-5.4

1980

2,027

65

3.3

1990

2,284

257

12.7

2000

2,335

51

2.2

2010

2,423

88

3.7

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
*Reflects population loss due to annexations by the City of Coopersville
Population Growth over Time. Table 1 illustrates the growth in population of Polkton Township
from 1970 to the year 2010. The year 1970 shows a loss in population due to annexations by
the City of Coopersville that occurred in the 1960’s. The fairly large increase in population
during the decade from 1980 to 1990 reflects a trend that was typical in this decade in many
areas of Michigan due to large numbers of persons locating to suburban and rural areas outside
urban areas. Slower growth over the next two decades is a combination of land use policies in
Polkton Township that result in preservation of farm land, and the recession which had a
significant impact on new housing starts.
Population Growth Comparisons. Table 2 compares population growth in Polkton Township
with growth occurring in adjacent communities and Ottawa County as a whole from 1990 to
2010. From 2000 to 2010 Polkton Township experienced a 3.8% increase in population, below
the 10.7% increase in population experienced by Ottawa County.
The Township’s growth (3.8%) was the fifth smallest in comparison to surrounding communities
from 2000 to 2010. Sullivan Township, Wright Township, and Chester Township all experienced
a negative growth. Ravenna Township was the only Township with positive growth (1.7%) to
have a smaller increase than Polkton Township. The city of Coopersville, Crockery Township,
Robinson Township, and Tallmadge Township all experienced slightly larger yet modest
increases in population of 9.3%, 4.7%, 8.9%, and 10.1% respectively. Allendale Township saw a
significant increase in population with a growth of 58.8%. This increase in population is largely
due to the presence of Grand Valley State University.
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TABLE 2: Population Growth Comparisons (1990 – 2010)
City & Village

1990

2000

1990-2000
% Change

2010

2000-2010
% Change

City of Coopersville

3,421

3,910

14.3%

4,275

9.3%

Polkton Township

2,284

2,335

2.2%

2,423

3.8%

Allendale Township

8,022

13,042

62.6%

20,708

58.8%

Chester Township

2,133

2,315

8.5%

2,017

-12.9%

Crockery Township

3,599

3,782

5.1%

3,960

4.7%

Robinson Township

3,925

5,588

42.4%

6,084

8.9%

Tallmadge Township

6,293

6,881

9.3%

7,575

10.1%

Wright Township

3.285

3,286

0.03%

3,147

-4.2%

Ravenna Township
(Muskegon County)

2,345

2,856

21.3%

2,905

1.7%

Sullivan Township
(Muskegon Co.)

2,230

2,477

11.1%

2,441

-1.5%

Ottawa County

187,768

238,314

26.9%

263,801

10.7%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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TABLE 3: Ages of Population
Age
Grouping

2010

% of
Total

2000

% of
Total

2000-2010 %
Change

2000-2010
Change as % of
Whole

Under 5
Years

117

4.8%

137

5.9%

-14.6%

-1.1

5 to 17

494

20.4%

535

22.9%

-7.7%

-2.5

18 to 20

108

4.4%

88

3.8%

22.7%

.6

21 to 24

116

4.8%

94

4.0%

23.4%

.8

25 to 44

554

22.9%

647

27.7%

-14.4%

-4.8

45 to 59

589

24.3%

486

20.8%

21.2%

3.5

60 to 84

400

16.5%

328

14.0%

21.9%

2.5

85 and
older

45

1.9%

20

.08%

125%

1.8

Total

2,423

100%

2,335

100%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau
Ages of Population. Table 3 shows the ages of the population in Polkton Township comparing
the year 2000 to 2010. A slight decrease occurred in the age groups of under 5 years, 5 to 17
years, and 25 to 44 years, with each group decreasing -14.6%, -7.7%, and -14.4% respectively.
This decrease may indicate smaller numbers of young and school age children, due to smaller
numbers of those in the typical child bearing years. The largest age group in 2000 was the 25 to
44 years age group; the largest age group in 2010 was the 45 to 59 years age group, indicating a
somewhat aging population
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TABLE 4: Income and Employment
POLKTON TOWNSHIP, OTTAWA COUNTY, & HOLLAND-GRAND HAVEN METROPOLITAN
STATISTICAL AREA (MSA)
Polkton Township

Ottawa County

Number Percent

Number

Percent

Total Population 16 Years and Over

1,931

100%

203,895

100%

In labor force

1,287

66.6%

140,103

68.7%

Employed

1,199

62.1%

127,843

62.7%

Unemployed

88

4.6%

12,141

6.0%

Median Household Income

$62,533

$55,760

Median Family Income

$71,563

$66,457

Per Capita Income

$25,389

$25, 359

Families with Poverty Status

61

Holland-Grand Haven MSA*

Number

Percent

In labor force

126,236

100%

Employed

110,224

87.32%

Unemployed

16,012

12.68%

8.97%

4,513

6.50%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010; *Bureau of Labor Statistics, May 2014
Income and Employment. Table 4 provides information on income and employment in Polkton
Township compared to Ottawa County as a whole as reported by the year 2010 US Census.
Additional employment data in Table 4 is as reported by the US Department of Labor, Bureau of
Labor Statistics for the year 2014.
Unemployment in Polkton Township during the time of the 2010 US Census was somewhat less
than that of the County, with Polkton Township experiencing a 4.6% unemployment rate
compared to the County’s 6.0%. Median Household Income, Median Family Income, and Per
Capita Household Income tended to be slightly higher than the County average. Families with
poverty status in Polkton Township (8.97%) were moderately higher than Ottawa County’s
6.5%. Poverty status for the year 2014 is defined by the US Census Bureau as an income of
$23,850.00 or less for a family of four.
Polkton Township is located within the Holland-Grand Haven Michigan Metropolitan Statistical
Area (MSA); the boundary of the MSA is the boundary of Ottawa County. Unemployment in this
MSA in June of 2014 was reported to be at 12.68%, a significant increase from the 5.8%
reported in the year 2007. Clearly, residents of the MSA, which includes residents of Polkton
Township, are experiencing the effects of the past several years of economic challenges in the
State of Michigan.
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Employment by Occupation. Table 5 (next page) provides a breakdown of employment in
Polkton Township by occupation, industry, and class of worker. The occupations providing the
greatest number of jobs for residents of Polkton Township are those in management,
professional, and related occupations. The occupations providing the fewest number jobs are
those of service occupations, and those in natural resources, construction, and maintenance.
The industry employing the largest number of persons is educational, health, and social services
followed by manufacturing. Private wage and salary workers make up the largest number as a
class of workers.
The 2007 US Census of Agriculture reports that 183 total farms, as defined by the US Census,
existed within the 49404 (Coopersville) zip code. Of these, 116 were fully owned by one owner,
60 were owned by part owners, and seven were leased. Of these farms, 79 farms consist of 1 to
49.9 acres; 98 consist of 50 to 999 acres; and six farms consist of 1,000 or more acres. Of the
183 farms, 140 had farm sales less than $50,000; 19 had farm sales of $50,000 to $249,999; and
24 had farm sales of $250,000 or greater.

POLKTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN

12

TABLE 5: Employment by Occupation, Industry, and Class of Worker
2010
Number

2010
Percent

2000
Number

2000

1,199

100%

1,146

100%

Management, professional, and related
occupations

413

34.4

334

29.1

Service occupations

167

13.9

124

10.8

Sales and office occupations

257

21.4

256

22.3

Natural resources, construction, and
maintenance occupations

167

13.9

179

15.6

Production, transportation, and material
moving occupations

195

16.3

253

22.1

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting,
and mining

106

8.8

82

7.2

Construction

107

8.9

97

8.5

Manufacturing

225

18.8

227

19.8

Wholesale trade

15

1.3

45

3.9

Retail trade

76

6.3

179

15.6

Transportation and warehousing, and
utilities

76

6.3

49

4.3

Information

29

2.4

14

1.2

Finance, insurance, real estate, and rental
and leasing

49

4.1

33

2.9

Professional, scientific, management,
administrative, and waste management
services

89

7.4

60

5.2

Educational, health, and social services

277

23.1

208

18.2

Arts, entertainment, recreation,
accommodation, and food services

68

5.7

71

6.2

Other services (except public

48

4.0

49

4.3

Employed civilian population 16 years and
over

Percent

Occupation

Industry
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administration)
Public administration

34

2.8

32

2.8

Private wage and salary workers

954

79.6

941

82.1

Government workers

138

11.5

129

11.3

Self-employed workers in own not
incorporated business

107

8.9

64

5.6

Unpaid family workers

0

0

12

1.0

Class of worker

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, 2010

TABLE 6: Housing
Polkton Township

Ottawa County

Number Percent

Number

Percent

Occupied Housing Units

847

94.8%

93,775

91.5%

Owner-occupied housing units

763

85.4%

73,303

71.5%

Renter occupied housing units

84

9.4%

20,472

20.0%

Vacant housing units

46

5.2%

8,720

8.5%

Total Housing Units

893

102,495

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2010
Housing. Table 6 illustrates a breakdown of housing by ownership in the Township and
compares it with the county. Of the 893 total housing units in the Township, 847 (94.8%) were
occupied, while 46 (5.2%) were vacant. The Township’s occupied housing rate was above the
county average, while the Township’s vacancy rate was below the county average. Of the 847
occupied housing units in the Township, 763 (85.4%) are owner-occupied while 84 (9.4%) are
renter-occupied. The rate of owner-occupied housing in the Township is higher than the county
average, while the rate of renter-occupied housing in the Township is lower than the county
average.
Vacant housing units within the Township increased from 24 units in the year 2000 to 46 units
in the year 2010. Within Ottawa County as a whole, vacant unit increased from 5,194 units to
8,720 units. Increases in vacant housing units may be attributable to the economic downturn
between 2000 and 2010, which may have resulted in foreclosures, lack of purchases of new or
existing housing stock, and lack of renters.
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TABLE 7: Housing Units
Year Built

Number

% of Total

1939 or Earlier

238

25.1%

1940 - 1959

107

11.3%

1960 - 1969

80

8.4%

1970 - 1979

164

17.3%

1980 - 1989

91

9.6%

1990 - 2000

103

10.9%

2000 - 2007

126

13.3%

2008

8

0.8%

2009

4

0.4%

2010

7

0.7%

2011

1

0.1%

2012

5

0.5%

2013

9

0.9%

2014

*5

0.5%

Total

948

100%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Imperial Municipal Services
*denotes numbers through June 2014
Age of Housing Units. Table 7 shows ages of housing structures in Polkton Township. Of the
948 total housing units, nearly half (45%) were built prior to 1970. Since 1970, the remaining
55% have been built. The slower rate of construction in the year 2008 and following are largely
due to the recession.
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CHAPTER 2: ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
The Township Recreation Committee consists of two sub-committees that are made up of five
members each. The sub-committees are referred to as the Sheridan Park Committee and the
other the South Evergreen Schoolhouse Committee. Each committee is represented by a
Township Board member, and at least one Planning Commission member, with the remaining
members made up by Township residents. The Recreation Committee was formed for the
purpose of planning for both short- and long-range parks and recreation needs in the Township
and making recommendations to the Township Board regarding these matters.

Polkton Charter
Township Recreation
Committee

Sheridan Park
Committee

South Evergreen
Schoolhouse Committee

The Polkton Charter Township Board is the primary decision-making body in the Township,
and has the authority to commit funds for parks and recreation, accept grants, and purchase
land on behalf of the community. Members include a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and four
trustees. The Recreation Committee members are appointed by the Township Board. The Board
approves or disapproves recommendations of the Recreation Committee.
In 2009 the Recreation Committee prepared the first Township Recreation Plan following the
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park Recreation Open Space and Greenway Plans
as outlined by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Funding for the creation
of the Township Recreation Plan was allocated through Township General Funds. In addition,
the Recreation Committee oversees recreation needs in general for the Township, manages
Sheridan Park and the development of South Evergreen Schoolhouse property. The Committee
collaborates occasionally with the City of Coopersville and Ottawa County in recreational
projects and seeks out grant funding sources for recreation improvements or activities.
The Township does not currently have a Parks and Recreation Department nor does it fund
parks and recreation personnel. The maintenance and improvements of all Township grounds
including Sheridan Park and South Evergreen Schoolhouse are funded through the Township
general fund.
Administrative duties for these facilities are shared by the Township Board. The Committee(s)
are responsible for arranging for maintenance of both recreational facilities. A combination of
volunteer help and out-sourced contracting services are used.
The Planning Commission can influence recreation and open space issues in many ways: The
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Polkton Charter Township Planning Commission participates in planning for the preservation of
open spaces in the Township and can require that developers include recreation elements such
as pocket parks, trails, and sidewalks in their plans when building in the Township. It can also
approve zoning ordinance amendments that limit the degradation of the landscape in new
developments, preserving open space and natural areas.

Intergovernmental Cooperation
The Township cooperates with its neighboring governmental entities in the following
recreationally-related areas:
•

It works with surrounding western Townships in Ottawa County in the planning of the
North Bank Trail through the Township.

•

The City of Coopersville and the Coopersville Public School District provide the majority of
recreational activities, such as league play.

•

The City of Coopersville has been invited to send a representative to Polkton Charter
Township Recreation Committee meetings.

Operating Budget and Funding
The Township Recreation Committee had an actual budget in 2016- 2017 of $36,500 funded
through the Township Public Improvement Fund. In 2018-2019 its projected budget will be
$34,000. This budget will fund park maintenance and specific recreational projects for both
Sheridan Park and the South Evergreen Schoolhouse.
The Township Recreation Committee has access once a year to the Sheridan Park Endowment
Fund (established in 2008) which provides up to 4% of its fund principal for upkeep and
improvements to the Park. Based on an initial $100,000 endowment, this averages $4,000
annually, depending on return on the principal investments. The Fund is administered through
the Coopersville Area Community Foundation.
In 2009-2010, the Township received a $17,000 grant for construction of a pedestrian bridge at
Sheridan Park and another $4,618 for Park benches, signs, nutrition education and promotions
from the Ottawa County Wellness Coalition.
In 2013 a citizen group was formed to explore saving the last remaining one room schoolhouse
located in the Township, the South Evergreen Schoolhouse. By 2015 enough donations had
been received to purchase the property and the schoolhouse. The Township has assumed
responsibility for the ongoing operating costs of the schoolhouse. The budget for the
schoolhouse maintenance for 2018-2019 is $17,500 paid from the Township’s Public
Improvement Fund.

Volunteer Work and Funding
In addition to monetary funds, much work at Sheridan Park and the South Evergreen
Schoolhouse has been accomplished by volunteer labor and funds. Developing and maintaining
trails, clearing brush, installing site furniture and signs, writing funding grants, renovation
coordination efforts, etc. are all performed by dedicated volunteers. The Boy Scouts, students
at Coopersville Schools, and other community groups have also done various construction
projects.
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CHAPTER 3: RECREATION INVENTORY
The following inventory lists all of the public, private, and school recreational facilities and
programs available to Polkton Charter Township residents. The inventory lists those
opportunities both within the Township, and beyond the Township's political boundaries. In
general, opportunities inventoried are within 30 minutes driving time of Township residents.
The standards provided by the MDNR and NPRA establish service areas or number and type of
parks that should be available to residents within a certain distance of their homes. This report
does not apply the service area concept to the Township due to the scattered nature of the
population. More than adequate acreage of the Township is devoted to open space and natural
areas, primarily on the southern border near the Grand River. These mostly County-owned
parks serve to meet the MDNR and NPRA standards.

Polkton Charter Township Facilities
Polkton Charter Township has two locally maintained Public Improvement facilities: Sheridan
Park and the South Evergreen Schoolhouse
Sheridan Park
Size: 57 acres
General Purpose: Passive Recreation
Primary Service Area: Polkton Township and City of Coopersville
Features/Facilities: Two miles of mowed trails, pavilion, pedestrian suspension bridge, trail
signage, sledding hill, benches, and picnic tables.
Accessibility Score: 3
Donated to Polkton Charter Township in 2003 by Dr. Harold Sheridan, this natural area is
currently under development. It lies partially in the City of Coopersville and is adjacent to the
Polkton/Coopersville Cemetery. It includes the confluence of Deer Creek and Beaver Creek, as
well as 20 acres of higher ground, which was farmed at one time. Since its inception, Sheridan
Park has added a parking lot along 64th Avenue as well as with adjoining property to the south
of Sheridan Park and Coopersville-Polkton cemetery.
In September 2017 a pavilion was built and put into use. This pavilion has ADA compliant
sidewalk access, cement floor and electricity. There are no full side walls with this pavilion. Six
picnic tables (including one ADA compliant table) were installed in 2018.
Sheridan Park has groomed trails that are used daily for walking or cross-country skiing. With
the addition of the pavilion it is planned that the park use will expand to include weddings,
family reunions, and generally larger gatherings.
Sheridan Park has initiated a trail access to its southern border in the City of Coopersville along
Cleveland Street. To improve access to the local community, the Township has worked
collaboratively with the Coopersville-Polkton Cemetery and the City of Coopersville to provide a
safe, accessible connection to the residential development south of Cleveland Street. This has
allowed another access to the park for surrounding residents.
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Map 3: Sheridan Park
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South Evergreen Schoolhouse
Size: 1.84 acres
General Purpose: Historical Interest
Primary Service Area: Polkton Township
Features/Facilities: Historic school house, outhouse
Accessibility Score: 1
South Evergreen Schoolhouse is the last one-room schoolhouse left in Polkton Township. The
schoolhouse and 0.74 acres were purchased by Polkton Township in June 2015, with an
additional 1.1 acres of adjoining property being purchased in December 2016. Restoration of
the schoolhouse is done through donations received and held at the Grand Haven Community
Foundation. Maintenance of the building and property is supported by the Township.

South Evergreen Schoolhouse progression.
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Map 4: Community Facilities
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City of Coopersville Public Recreation Facilities
•

Main Street Park - Coopersville's Main St. Park has benches, picnicking, and a small
sledding hill.

•

Grove Street Park - Grove St. Park has a softball field and flag football field complete
with lighting.

•

Coopersville Sports Complex - The Sports complex is home of two Little League baseball
fields, a soccer field, a softball field, and basketball hoops for pick-up games, horseshoe
pits, an archery range and a new multi-purpose skating rink. One baseball field and the
soccer field have night lighting.

•

Veterans Park - The Park is adjacent to the Sports Complex and has a picnic pavilion
with restroom facilities.

School Facilities
All of Polkton Township is located in the Coopersville Area Public School District (CAPS). The
district serves seven Townships and the City of Coopersville. The district maintains all
instructional facilities at a main campus in Coopersville. Within the Township, Lamont Christian
School and St. Michael's Catholic School provide private education. Lamont Christian is located
on Leonard near the southeastern boundary of the Township and St. Michael's is located on
88th Ave.
The District encompasses Polkton Township and parts of the surrounding Townships. It
provides the majority of active recreational facilities for many Township residents. The publicschool complex is located in the City of Coopersville (east side). Following is a list of the
recreational facilities located at each school within the complex.
•

High School: Two softball fields, one practice football field, eight tennis courts, one
football/track stadium, two baseball fields, auditorium and one gymnasium

•

East Elementary: Four basketball half-courts, small soccer field, one playground with
paved games, and one gymnasium.

•

South Elementary: One play structure (which includes an accessible area with accessible
equipment), one small soccer field, Averill Ballfield and one gymnasium.

•

Middle School: This school currently houses sixth through eighth grades. Facilities
include one basketball court, four soccer fields and one gymnasium.

As previously pointed out, there are several recreational facilities in and around Polkton
Township. However, Table 6 counted school facilities as meeting many of the required numbers
of recreational facilities—particularly for ballfields. School facilities made up the majority of the
recreational fields available to residents of the Township. These facilities are not always
available to the public. They may be unavailable during school hours, used by school athletic
programs, or just limited to certain activities. This view distorts the true availability of
recreational facilities for public use.

Private Recreational Facilities within or near Township
The following is an inventory of those privately-owned recreational facilities located within or
near the Township's boundaries.
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•

Conestoga Grand River Campground

•

Highlands Golf Club

•

Pigeon Creek Golf Course

•

Western Green Country Club

•

Sand Creek Golf Course

•

Terra Verde Golf Course

Public Recreational Facilities within or near Township
The following is an inventory of those publicly-owned recreational facilities located within or
near the Township's boundaries.
•

Spring Lake Community Fitness and Aquatic Center (school)

•

Meadows Golf Course (GVSU)

Natural Resource/Open Space Areas
•

Crockery Creek Natural Area (Crockery Township) - This 331-acre natural area includes
frontage on both the Grand River and Crockery creek. About 2 miles of hiking and crosscountry ski trails meander along wooded ridges and wetlands as well as through
floodplain forest and open hardwoods.

•

Bur Oak Landing - This open space is 261 acres that is divided into two parcels
separated by 90th Avenue East Bur Oak Landing (116 acres) and West Bur Oak Landing
(145 acres). Bur Oak Landing includes 1.4 miles of Grand River frontage, wetlands,
upland and floodplain forest and a large bayou. Facilities are limited to fishing, hiking
and cross-country skiing.

•

Eastmanville Bayou - Located across the Grand River from Polkton Township, is a 157acre open space with 1.75 miles of Grand River frontage and 1.5 miles of Eastmanville
Bayou. Proposed improvements include a 40-car parking lot, small boat launch ramp on
the bayou, walkways, picnic sites, interpretive displays, canoe/kayak dock and rustic
toilets.

•

Ripps Bayou - This 172-acre site is located in Polkton Township and is only accessible by
boat from Grand River. The site is surrounded by private property and there is no road
access. It includes a large bayou in the woods with no development.

County Parks
•

Grose Park - Grose Park consists of 40 acres and is located northeast of Polkton
Township. It provides a variety of recreational opportunities for the entire family
including swimming, fishing, and sand volleyball and picnicking, as well as one mile of
hiking trails along a creek.

•

Eastmanville Farms - This 229-acre property, located on the Grand River, was
established as a county 'poor farm' to provide housing and services for indigent
residents. A master plan for the former farm proposes development of a park with
equestrian trails and facilities, development of an educational farm and general
recreational usage including river access. It currently offers 3.5 miles of equestrian and
hiking trails and a parking lot.

•

Deer Creek Park - This 2 acre property, tucked away at the mouth of Deer Creek as it
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joins the Grand River is a shady retreat for fishing and picnicking. A small boat launch
offers easy access to the Grand River.

Non-Motorized Trails
Facilities included in this portion of the inventory are regional in nature.
•

•

Musketawa Trail - The Musketawa Trail is a 26-mile paved (12' wide) all-season linear
park constructed on an abandoned rail line between Marne and the eastern edge of the
City of Muskegon. Trail uses include hiking, biking, roller-blading, snowmobiling and
horseback riding. Several trailheads with parking are located in Ottawa County.
Eventually this trail will join with other proposed regional trails.
North Bank Trail - The North Bank Trail is an 18-mile non-motorized, multipurpose
pathway located generally along the former Grand Trunk Railroad right of way and will
extend from Spring Lake to the Coopersville area and link with other regional trails.
Phase One (2010) is a 1.5-mile segment that extends from Spring Lake trail at Fruitport
Road to the west edge of Crockery Township. By 2018, phase two should be completed
into Nunica. By 2020 the trail should extend to the west border of Polkton Township.

Efforts on the regional North Bank Trail have continued to bring a county wide trail system
nearer to the Township. Eventually the trail will run through Polkton Township, then east to the
Musketawa Trail. Ottawa County leads the effort with the support of local governments.

Recreational Programming
Polkton Charter Township offers no recreational programming itself, as it has no recreation
department. Programming is offered by the City of Coopersville Recreation Department that
serves the area's youth regardless of residency. Popular organized recreational offerings
available to area youth are baseball, archery, softball, soccer, hockey, rocket football, football
and swimming. Many of the recreational programs and community education programs utilize
the Coopersville School District Facilities and staff.
An extensive youth and adult enrichment programming is offered by the Coopersville Public
School District through Leisure Enrichment Services.

Grant History
Polkton Township has not received or utilized funds from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources.
Sheridan Park
The Township applied for grants to fund the pedestrian bridge construction and was successful
in receiving an Ottawa County Wellness Coalition grant in conjunction with the Ottawa County
Health Department for $17,000 in 2009. In addition, $4,618 was available for site furniture,
signs, nutrition education and promotions. Construction of this project was completed by
2010.The Township continues to add trail amenities.
Grants from Coopersville Area Youth Advisory Council (CAYAC) have been sought and received
annually. The latest grant in 2017 was awarded for the amount of $1,475 to be used towards
the purchase of picnic tables.
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South Evergreen Schoolhouse
Donations continue to be a primary source of income for restoration projects. As received,
donations are held at Grand Haven Area Community Foundation until needed.
A CAYAC grant for $1,200 was received for outhouse restoration. This restoration was completed in
Fall 2017.
In May 2018, a grant request to Michigan Township Participating Plan, through their Risk Reduction
Grant Program, was made for an ADA-compliant ramp to be located at the rear entrance. The
maximum grant amount through this program was $5,000. South Evergreen Schoolhouse was
awarded the maximum amount of $5,000 for this project in August 2018.
The award of the $5,000 left a balance to be paid for the ADA compliant ramp for the amount of
$1,177.00. In September 2018 a second grant was sought for $1,177.00 through Coopersville Area
Community Foundation. This grant was awarded in November.
The Committee continues to seek grants for projects from Grand Haven Community Foundation,
Coopersville Area Foundation, Coopersville Area Youth Advisory Council, the Loutit Foundation and
other grant sources as they come available.

Accessibility Assessments
For each future project at Sheridan Park and South Evergreen Schoolhouse, accessibility is
foremost in the Township plan, particularly as it is expressed in the Federal guidelines for
Outdoor Recreation. Existing parking and site amenities at the main entrances are either
already accessible, or plans are made to include accessible access. Current master planning
efforts will continue to address accessibility concerns.
In order to evaluate the overall accessibility of Polkton Township Parks, the grading system
developed by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) was used. The MDNR
accessibility rating scale is based on how well each site compares to the 2010 ADA Standards
for Accessible Design.
Consultants at Prein&Newhof visited the parks to review the overall accessibility of primary
features such as: Barrier-free parking, routes to various activities, features, and buildings.
Accessibility is scored by the following rating scale:
1 – None of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
2 – Some of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
3 – Most of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
4 – All of the site elements meet 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design
5 – The facility meets the Principals of Universal Design
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Sheridan Park

Accessibility Score: 3

Sheridan Park currently has limited sidewalk accessibility access, but all benches, picnic tables,
and bathrooms are connected with pavement wider than three feet. It also features a handicap
accessible picnic table and bench. As funds are available, this type of pathway will be extended
to give greater access to visitors that require this type of access to enjoy the park and its
amenities.
The Township will continue to provide physical barrier free accessibility with all its future
improvement projects.
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South Evergreen Schoolhouse

Accessibility Score: 2

The South Evergreen Schoolhouse Site currently does not have paved parking or paths to the
schoolhouse structure, but does have an ADA compliant ramp at the entrance to the building.
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CHAPTER 4: PLANNING PROCESS AND COMMUNITY INPUT
Assessing Needs
Polkton Township is mainly rural; agricultural zoning and open space are common. This changes
a community’s recreational needs to focus on specific activities rather than land conservation,
though gaining Township-owned land is a priority in order to protect biodiversity. The age
distribution – with almost half the population being between 25 and 59 years old, and a quarter
between 5-18, suggests a focus on family activities and passive recreation. Because the majority
of residents are home owners, there is less of a need to provide frequent public open space and
more of a focus on providing opportunities for specific activities, namely those that require
facilities not otherwise available within the Township.

Methods
Public feedback was sought to further ascertain the recreational needs of the Township. In
August 2018, residents were asked to complete a questionnaire, which was made available by a
SurveyMonkey link for 60 days; paper copies were available in the Township office and mailed
upon request. The questionnaire was advertised in the local newspaper. On October 20, an
open house was held at Sheridan Park to gain more feedback, with copies of the survey
available. Approximately 20 people attended the event. In total there were 27 survey
responses. A copy of the survey and its results can be found in Appendix A.
The draft plan was then made available
for public comment electronically on
the Township’s website and in print at
the Township Office from November 16,
2018 to January 2, 2019.
A public hearing for January 3, 2019 was
advertised and posted at the parks and
the township office starting November
16. The hearing was held January 3,
2019, during which the Township Board
heard final comments and then voted
on a formal Resolution to adopt the
Parks and Recreation Plan. For
documentation of these items, see
Appendix B.

October 20 Open House at Sheridan Park

Conclusions
Overall, the respondents were happy with the current condition of facilities and wanted to see
more amenities and options added. Two-thirds of the respondents were Polkton Township
residents; others comprised of Coopersville residents and interested businesses. The survey
found that 65% of residents visit Sheridan Park at least a few times a year. Most residents rated
Sheridan Park facilities as “good,” but comments included stormwater issues (muddiness) and
unfulfilled potential of the space. Self-flushing toilets, drinking fountains, benches, and bike
racks were all requested relatively equally by the residents for Sheridan Park, with write-ins
mentioning disc golf, paving the parking lot, a gazebo, and a better bridge. Evergreen

POLKTON CHARTER TOWNSHIP RECREATION PLAN

30

Schoolhouse needs more amenities, according to residents. Bathrooms and benches were
mentioned most often, though more than 70% of them rarely or never visited the site.
More than half of the residents said they would like to participate in community events at
Polkton Township; adult fitness courses and outdoor art shows were also mentioned often.
Write-in suggestions included concerts, nature walks, expanding South Evergreen into a larger
park, and playgrounds for children.

Invite to Public Input Open House
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CHAPTER 5: GOALS, OBJECTIVES, & RATIONALE
In order to plan for future needs the Sheridan Park Committee and South Evergreen
Schoolhouse Committee have developed goals and objectives to enhance the properties and
their use by Township residents and visitors. The goals are long-range in nature and are
intended to be flexible enough to accommodate future change. The objectives are short-range
in nature and focus on specific program and development decisions to be made in the next five
years. Neither the goals nor objectives are meant to be cast in stone, but to guide the intent of
the future actions. Time and attitude changes make flexibility essential if the Township is to be
responsive to its constituents.
The Goals, Objectives, and Five-year Action Plan are based upon a strong foundation of citizen
input. Public comments have clearly emphasized the desire of citizens to keep Sheridan Park as
an open space, passively developed area and to expand the South Evergreen Schoolhouse site
in size and in activity opportunities for more of an active recreation destination.
Our goals and objectives are summarized in the following pages.
Goal 1: Enhance the recreational opportunities for year-around recreation for all area
residents including the elderly and people with disabilities.
Objectives:
•

Add facilities that feature universal design to Sheridan Park and preserve its use as
passive recreation.

•

Acquire land adjacent to South Evergreen Schoolhouse and develop it for active
recreation.

•

Continue refurbishing the South Evergreen Schoolhouse building and grounds.

•

Expand and improve parking at Sheridan Park to accommodate larger groups that
may use the park.

•

Evaluate need and location of future park land for active recreation facilities.

Goal 2: Maintain cooperative and collaborative relationships with other local governmental
units and agencies to provide additional recreational facilities for Township and City of
Coopersville residents.
Objectives:
•

Work with nearby associations and governments for maintenance of facilities.

•

Continue to support the expansion of the regional non-motorized (bicycle) trail
system in conjunction with the City of Coopersville and Ottawa County trail planning
efforts.

•

Continue support of the North Bank Bicycle Trail efforts.

•

Add accessible trail connection from Nunica to the City of Coopersville's trail system
south of Cleveland Street.
Monitor County road improvement projects on 68th Avenue (a County primary) and
64th Avenue, that may facilitate a long-term north-south non-motorized, Class I (off
road) connection to the Grand River Greenway Trail just south of the Grand River, as
well as north to the Musketawa Trailhead.

•
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Goal 3: Improve non-motorized connections to various recreational facilities, schools and
residential areas in order to provide safe, pleasant and satisfying recreational experiences.
Objectives:
•

Determine the need for additional features that will enhance the use of the parks,
based upon actual usage information (connectivity to bicycle trails within the
township/county, user input, etc.).

•

Add bike racks will make the park a destination for bicyclists.

•

Develop/coordinate pedestrian connections from the Sheridan Park into the City of
Coopersville.

•

Continue development of walking trails and support facilities at Sheridan Park.

Goal 4: Preserve and protect natural, historic, scenic and environmentally sensitive areas.
Objectives:
•

Acquire properties for conservation easements, especially those with sensitive
waterways and woodlots.

•

Expand the boundaries of these Township recreational properties for future
development.

•

Install surveillance equipment where necessary.

•

Improve maintenance access points.

•

Restore and maintain historical buildings as snapshots of Township history.

Rationale
The South Evergreen Schoolhouse park was established in 2015 with the purchase of the
schoolhouse and property. It is located in R-2 zoning. The goal has been to save the last
remaining one room schoolhouse within the Township, and to restore the building as it was
when it was an active school from the mid 1800’s to its closing in 1959. In 2016, additional
adjoining property was purchased along the west property line. It is to be used for a parking lot
and to create a means of reaching a 40-acre parcel of land adjoining the southern property line.
This 40-acre parcel currently has a first right of refusal attached to it for the South Evergreen
Schoolhouse.
Restoring the schoolhouse will serve the Township with a picture of what life was like during
the period after the Civil War through the mid 1900’s. Recognizing that the schoolhouse may
not be a full-time attraction on its own, the proposed 40-acre parcel to the south could serve as
a unique park that would be used for a variety of activities such as walking trails, cross country
skiing, family outings, sporting events, etc.
There is a first right of refusal for the 40 acre parcel adjoining South Evergreen Schoolhouse as
well as the 15 acre property adjoining Sheridan Park. The roughly 15 acres of land directly north
of Sheridan Park, along Beaver Creek is forested and hilly, sloping to the creek. It contains a
spectacular bluebell understory and is fragile due to its slopes and floodplain. Until now, it has
been difficult to develop as housing without significant access improvements. Should
residential construction occur, there would most likely be severe damage to the land resource.
Private development here would negatively impact the bluebells understory, and would change
the character of the Park on its north boundary.
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For protection from the impacts of future residential developments surrounding the park,
private land directly east of Sheridan Park is zoned for medium density residential use, and is
currently leased for farming. The largest area of high ground in the Park is adjacent to this
private land, and is an open field being maintained as a walking meadow. Construction of
housing units within a few hundred feet of the park boundary would significantly change the
character of the Park as a rural, natural area. Purchase of this private land or purchase of a
conservation easement on it, might maintain the integrity of the park's character in its eastern
half. The same concern could be noted for the southwest corner of the Park along Cleveland
Street, where development of a few residential buildings would impinge on the character of the
Park along its southern-limits.
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CHAPTER 6: ACTION PROGRAM
Five-Year Action Plan
Year

Project

Cost Estimate $

2019

South Evergreen Schoolhouse

$12,000

•

2019

2020

Sheridan Park

Add picnic areas and support facilities such as sidewalks, bridges, and benches
(Goal 1)

•

Parking lot expansion, including ADA parking, bicycle rack (Goal 1)

•

Install cement slabs where parking lot handicap parking is located (Goal 1)

•

Make trails ADA-accessible (by paving them?) (Goal 3)

South Evergreen Schoolhouse

2023

$ TBD

Replacement of the north maintenance bridge (Goal 4)

Sheridan Park
•

$20,000

Restore chimney, inspect septic tank and upgrade as needed, and continue interior
work. (Goal 1)

Sheridan Park
•

$450,000

Purchase 40-acre extension adjacent to the Schoolhouse property. (Goal 4)

South Evergreen Schoolhouse
•

2022

$ TBD

•

•

2021

Add security to the property against vandalism, have the well inspected and repaired
to working order, and retrofit the interior of the schoolhouse as it was when it was an
active school. (Goal 4)

$ TBD

Purchase15-acre extension to park’s north boundary (Goal 4)
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APPENDIX A: SURVEY RESULTS
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APPENDIX B: SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

Notice of Plan for Review and Public Hearing at Sheridan Park

Notice of Plan for Review and Public Hearing at Sheridan Park

Notice of Plan for Review and Public Hearing at South Evergreen
Schoolhouse
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Notice of Plan for Review and Public Hearing at
Polkton Township Office

Notice of Plan for Review and Public Hearing at
Coopersville City Hall
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