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CHAPTER 1

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS
AND OF THE PUBLIC INPUT PROCESS

The preparation of the 2011 Polkton Charter Township Recreation Plan was initiated in
March of 2010 by the Polkton Charter Township and the Sheridan Park Committee. The
five-member Committee exists for the purpose developing Sheridan Park and for updating
the Recreation Plan according to guidelines established by the State of Michigan.

The Recreation Plan encompasses the Township limits with the understanding that the other
governmental and regional entities have an impact on the types, quality and character of
recreational facilities and programs available to Township residents. The Plan intends to
integrate those planning efforts, recreational facilities, open spaces and trails into the
Township s plans.

Polkton Charter Township retained the services of Cornelisse Design Associates, a private
consultant, for assistance in preparing the plan. The consultant first met with the Committee
in May of 2010. At that time, the work plan tasks were reviewed and revised. In addition,
the method of obtaining citizen input was discussed. The use of a public open house was
agreed on and tentatively scheduled.

A Citizen Open House was sponsored by the Sheridan Park Committee on July 29, 2010.
Invitations were mailed to individuals and organizations in the Township, park construction
suppliers and contractors, and local government officials of the surrounding communities
who had an interest in recreation. This was done in coordination with the County Wellness
Coalition (Section Eight Housing). A Township-wide invitation was placed in local
newspapers as well. The Open House was held concurrent with a Sheridan Park Open
House/Bridge Walk, in order to generate as much attendance as possible. An important
component of this Polkton Recreation Plan is the continued development of Sheridan Park
and facilitation of non-motorized trail connections at the Park and in the wider Township.
The funding and implementation of Phase One of Sheridan Park have been accomplished
by volunteers, donations, efforts and small grants from the Ottawa County Health
Department.

In addition, the Sheridan Park Master Plan will be further developed to reflect citizen input,
to address wider recreational needs, to ensure non-motorized connectivity into the
community and to ensure barrier free accessibility.

The Five-year Action Plan and Capital Improvement Schedule was prepared based upon
priorities identified through the input gained during the Citizen Open House, citizen
comments, priorities already identified by the Recreation Committee, and recreation
deficiencies based upon standards recommended by the National Recreation and Parks
Association.

Before finalizing the Action Program and Capital Improvement Schedule, the draft
Recreation Plan was placed on public view at the Township Hall front counter, at the local
library in Coopersville and on the Township website for one month. The public was
encouraged to review and comment on the proposals via email, letters and at a public
hearing, and the resulting input was incorporated into the Final Recreation Plan.



A Public Hearing on the Park and Recreation Plan was held during a regularly scheduled
meeting of the Polkton Charter Township Board of Trustees. Advertisement of this meeting
was inserted in the local Advance newspaper and posted on the Township web-site one
month prior to the Public Hearing.

At a Township Board meeting on January 6 of 2011, the Polkton Charter Township Board
passed a resolution to adopt the 2011 Polkton Charter Township Recreation Plan following
the Public Hearing. No changes to the Plan were required by the Hearing.

Copies of the Public Hearing notices, minutes and resolutions are in the Appendix .

Public Open House (July 2010)

A Public Open House (advertised) was held at the same time and place as the well-
publicized Sheridan Park Bridge Walk. It was hoped that the Bridge Walk (which was open
to everyone, not just Township residents) would bring in many more people than is normally
found at a recreation open house. Not counting children, approximately 160-200 attended
the Bridge Walk, participated in the raffle and give-aways.

Each attendee filled out a small postcard with information. Those attendees that were
Township residents were asked to fill out the questions regarding Township recreation, on
the back of the postcard and submit it to Sheridan Park Committee members. Open House
participants were encouraged to review a display of Township Recreation Maps to elicit
comments and priorities. They are summarized as follows:

» Develop Sheridan Park as a primarily natural, passive park with support facilities
consistent with that character.

» Development of multi-purpose trails in Sheridan Park and increased trail connections
with the greater community.

Complete results of the Public Open House and Public notice for the Open House can be
found in the Appendix .



CHAPTER 2

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

The majority of the community description sections were taken, with Township permission,
from the 2009 Polkton Township Master Plan prepared by MainStreet Planning Company.
This was done in order to maximize the time put into the essential tasks of the Recreation
Plan.

LOCATION

Polkton Charter Township is located in the northeastern portion of Ottawa County and
consists of approximately 39 square miles of land area. The City of Coopersville is situated
in the east-central portion of the Township. Polkton is bounded on the north by Muskegon
County’'s Ravenna Township, on the west by Crockery Township, and on the east by both
Wright and Tallmadge Townships. The Grand River forms the Township’s southern
boundary. Allendale Township lies directly south of the Grand River, adjacent to Polkton
Charter Township s southern boundary.

Interstate Highway 96 traverses the central portion of the township in an east/west
direction providing the principal access route to the community. This artery links the
Grand Rapids Metropolitan area with the Muskegon/Grand Haven areas. Polkton
Township is situated approximately 15 miles northwest of downtown Grand Rapids and
12 miles from Lake Michigan.

The location of Polkton Charter Township is shown below.
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